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NATIONAL GEOSCIENCE AWARD FOR
EXCELLENCE-2019

Prof (Dr) Om Prakash Varma

Prof. (Dr.) Om Prakash Varma, Executive President, Indian Geological
Congress, Roorkee is an outstanding academician, totally devoted to learning,
teaching, training, research, institutional development and capacity building
in earth sciences. Prof. Varma, received his Ph. D in Mining Geology from Royal
School of Mines, London, in 1958, and subsequently has shown exceptional
dedication and devotion to professionalism in geosciences and commitment
to the cause of growth & development of geosciences in the country for over
six decades with no-diminishing vitality and alertness, while crossing 97 years
of age.

Prof. Varma was initiator of many geoscientific programs in India, such as
M. Tech. courses in Exploration Geology, Engineering Geology & M. Phil. in
IIT (ISM) Dhanbad and these courses still bear the imprints of his pioneering
contributions to the development of geosciences in India.

His initiation of discipline of medical geology with inroads into Rasa Shastra
(Ayurveda) is a unique contribution to revolutionize the use of medical
minerals in the traditional systems of medicine, Bhasma drugs in particular.
He has strived to modernize Rasa Shastra by organizing various fora and
delivering special lectures at different centers of teaching of these courses in
the broad area of Ayurveda, Unani and Siddha. He is an inspiring visionary
with membership in many academic, scientific and professional bodies and a
number of awards to his credit.

In recognition of his lifetime contributions as an outstanding academician,
towards advancement of geoscience in general and Exploration Geology, Mining
Geology and Engineering Geology in particular, the National Geoscience Award
for Excellence - 2019 is being conferred on Prof. (Dr.) Om Prakash Varma.

NATIONAL GEOSCIENCE AWARDS-2019
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National Geoscience Award for Execellence-2019*
to

Professor (Dr.) OM PRAKASH VARMA

Executive President, Indian Geological Congress
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Prof. O.P. Varma (R) receiving the NGA Award Certificate from Shri Amit Shah, Hon’ble
Union Home Minister (L). Behind the awardee is Shri Alok Tandon, IAS, Secretary,
Ministry of Mines. In the middle stands Hon’ble Pralhad Joshi, Minister of Parliamentary
Affairs, Coal & Mines, Govt. of India.

*Note: National Geoscience Award for Excellence (single award) is given to an individual with an exceptionally
lifetime achievement for sustained and significant contribution in the field of geosciences.

It has three components: Award Certificate, Citation, and a Cash Award of Rs. 5.0 lakh.

The Award ceremony was held on July 12, 2022, at Dr. Ambedkar International Centre, New Delhi
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Prior to receiving the award, the awardee, Prof. O.P. Varma, in brief conversation with
Hon’ble Amit Shah drawing upon past records of his contemporariness during 1948-1952,
while in BHU, with late Shri Atal Bihari Vajpayee & late Shri Ashok Singhal. Prof. Varma

also apprised the Hon’ble Home Minister about his association with 1942, 1945, 1947 and
1948-49 movements.



